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W o r d c r a f t  C i r c l e  o f  N a t i v e 
W r i t e r s  a n d  S t o r y t e l l e r s
Wordcraft Circle was founded in 1992 by Lee 
Francis III as a continuation of the first RTG.  His 
vision was to further the works of Native American 
writers and storytellers so that their voices would 
not be forgotten.  Through the many years, 
Wordcraft has counted many professional and 
emerging Native writers and storytellers among its 
ranks.  As we approach our second decade we look 
forward to furthering the vision: that the voices of 
Native American writers and storytellers -past, 
present and future- are heard throughout the world.

N a t i v e  W r i t e r s  C i r c l e  
o f  T h e  A m e r i c a s
Since 1992, NWCA has welcomed numerous 
Native American professional writers to its 
prestigious membership.  NWCA is also the home 
of the First Book Awards and the Lifetime 
Achievement Award for Native American literature.  
In 2008, NWCA and Wordcraft joined together to 
continue to foster Native writers and storytellers.

To Register for rtg 2010

Conference registration: 
$35 regular
$15 elders 

$10 students (incl. college) 

Banquet tickets $15.00 
(can be added to registration)

To  r e g i s t e r  p l e a s e  e m a i l : 
r t g s i g n u p @ y a h o o . c o m

This gathering is made possible through the 
generous funding, volunteers and sponsorship of:

The University of Oklahoma Native American 
Studies Program;The University of Science and 
Arts of Oklahoma; Native Writers Circle of the 
Americas; Members of the Wordcraft Circle of 

Native Writers and Storytellers.

Wordcraft Circle of Native Writers and Storytellers 
and Native Writers Circle of the Americas thanks 
our sponsors, volunteers, and attendees for your 
support in continuing the community, education 

and mentorship of Native writers.

For additional information, 
CONTACT A REPRESENTATIVE TODAY:

CHICKASHA, OKLAHOMA

OUR STORIES ARE UNFINISHED!

Dr. Geary Hobson
Native Writers Circle of the 
Americas
University of Oklahoma 
Department of English
760 Van Vleet Oval
Gittinger Hall, Office 102
Norman, OK 73019-2055

geary.hobson-1@ou.edu

Dr. Kimberly Roppolo
Wordcraft Circle of Native 
Writers and Storytellers
University of Oklahoma 
Department of English
760 Van Vleet Oval
Gittinger Hall, Office 102
Norman, OK 73019-2055
(405) 325-5073

kroppolo@ou.edu 
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R e t u r n i n g  t h e  G i f t

In 1992, an unprecedented gathering of Native 
American writers and storytellers took place in 
Norman, Oklahoma.  Three hundred professionals, 
both well known and beginners, came to participate 
and “Return the Gift.”  It was the greatest gathering 
of Native American writers in history.  Featuring 
professional authors such as Duane Niatum, Simon 
Oritz, Paula Gunn Allen, and Linda Hogan, and 
up-and coming writers such as Chris Fleet and Kim 
Blaeser;, the gathering “both demonstrated and 
validated our literature and our devotion to it, not 
just to the public, but to ourselves.”

RTG has taken place in many locations over the 
past two decades and we are thrilled to be hosting the 
15th RTG at USAO, just down the road from the 
first gathering so many years ago.  We want to 
welcome you to RTG 2010 and hope you will be able 
to help us Return the Gift of writing and ensure that 
the voices of Native peoples - past, present and future 
- are heard throughout the world!

Returning The Gift 2010
Friday
1:30 PM - 2:15 PM

2:30 PM - 4:00 PM

4:15 PM - 5:30 PM

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Saturday
9:30 AM - 10:00 AM

10:15 AM - 12:00 PM

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM

2:30 PM - 4:00 PM

4:30 PM - 5:15 PM

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Aim Hay Bay: Come In, Sit Down
Opening Prayer and Greeting by USAO President Dr. John Feaver

Opening Statements by Lee Francis IV (UBSU)
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RTG Featured Readings 
Indian Country Noir with Sarah Cortez & Kim 
Roppolo and Smoked Mullet Cornbread Memory with 
L. Rain Cranford-Gomez (UBSU)
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Roppolo and Smoked Mullet Cornbread Memory with 
L. Rain Cranford-Gomez (UBSU)

Keep It Short: 
Short story writing with 
Robert Perry and Sara 
Webb (RRSU)

Get It Published:
Tips on publishing your 
work with Sarah Cortez, 
editor (ERAH)

The Future of Native American Writing:
A discussion with Lee Francis IV and Kim 
Roppolo (UBSU)

The Future of Native American Writing:
A discussion with Lee Francis IV and Kim 
Roppolo (UBSU)

Wordcraft Circle National Caucus Meeting (TBD)Wordcraft Circle National Caucus Meeting (TBD)Wordcraft Circle National Caucus Meeting (TBD)

RTG 2010 Morning Orientation (UBSU)RTG 2010 Morning Orientation (UBSU)RTG 2010 Morning Orientation (UBSU)

“Real” Filmmaking:
Documentary filmmaking 
and writing with Annette 
Arkeketa (ERAH)

Women’s Writing:
powerful stories through 
the written word with L. 
Rain Cranford-Gomez (UBSU)

Out Loud:
performance poetry with 
Lee Francis IV (RRSU)

Lunch On Your OwnLunch On Your OwnLunch On Your Own

“Returning the Gift” and Open Mic
Attendees have the chance to mingle, participate in community service, 

and read in an afternoon open mic (UBSU)
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A Tale of Two Bobs:
Discussions on a literary 
life with Robert Conley 
and Robert Perry (UBSU)

Plays: From Beginning to End
Writing a play from start to finish with 
JudyLee Oliva (RRSU)

Plays: From Beginning to End
Writing a play from start to finish with 
JudyLee Oliva (RRSU)

Closing Session and Closing Prayer (UBSU)Closing Session and Closing Prayer (UBSU)Closing Session and Closing Prayer (UBSU)

Wordcraft Circle and NWCA Awards Banquet 2010Wordcraft Circle and NWCA Awards Banquet 2010Wordcraft Circle and NWCA Awards Banquet 2010

UBSU - USAO University Ballroom Student Union    RRSU - Regents Room Student Union   RRSU - Emerson Room Austin Hall


